
Executive 16 June 2020

Off- street Parking Places Order 2020

LEAD MEMBER: Cllr Steven Morgan, Portfolio Holder for 
Commercial Services

LEAD OFFICER: Sarah Pemberton Director Corporate Services and 
Commercial Strategy

REPORT AUTHOR: Janice Carrol, Community Services Manager

WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS?
The Council provides a range of car parks in the borough which provide an 
income stream to supplement the Council budget year on year.

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE?
(eg Key Decision, Policy recommendation for Full Council, at request of 
Council,etc.)- The Council’s car parking order has not been updated since 
2002; the Executive holds constitutional decision making powers for 
approval and is sought to ensure the process is enacted appropriately 
under relevant governance.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
(1) that the Executive approves the draft new consolidated Copeland 
Borough Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2020, attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report, such Order to be made under section 35 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984;  
(2) that the draft Order referred to in recommendation (1) be subject to 
statutory consultation as set out in the report ;
(3)  that in the event of objections being received or amendments to the 
form of Order, attached as Appendix 1 to this report being required that 
the matter be referred back to the Executive for further consideration or 
in the event of no objections being received or amendments being 
required that the confirming and making of the Order, attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report, be delegated to the  Director Corporate 
Services and Commercial Strategy in consultation with Mayor;



(4)  that, for the avoidance of doubt, upon confirmation and making of 
the new Order that the 2002 consolidated car parking order be revoked in 
accordance with paragraph 27 of schedule 9 to the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 A new off-street parking places order is proposed to replace the 
existing order, which dates back to 2002. The new order, which 
provides the framework for the management, use and enforcement 
of the Council’s car parks is needed to reflect current parking 
requirements and changes in technology. The order provides the 
means of managing or restricting the use of both pay and display and 
non-chargeable car parks as well as land that is used for parking 
within the Council’s estate.  

1.2 Executive approval is necessary to enable the process and ensure the 
procedure for the order that is required can commence.  The draft 
order and relevant schedules is appended as Appendix A.         

2. THE PROCEDURE FOR MAKING OFF STREET PARKING PLACES 
ORDERS

2.1 Once Executive have agreed the terms of the off street parking 
places order it has to be processed in accordance with The Local 
Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1996 as temporarily amended by the Traffic Orders 
Procedure (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020 
the details of both which are as follows:-

 That the Chief Officer of the Police be consulted;
 That the consent of the Cumbria County Council as highway authority 

to the making of the order and the form of the order be obtained;
 That the following bodies be consulted about the Order:



(a)  If the order is likely to affect traffic on road which is included in 
a route of a local service then the local bus operator;

(b)  If the order is likely to affect the passage on any road of 
ambulances then the NHS Trust and of fire fighting vehicles the 
Fire and Rescue Authority;

(c)   The Freight Transport Association and the Road Haulage 
Association; and

(d)   Such other organisations (if any) representing persons likely to 
be affected by any provision in the order as the order making 
authority thinks it appropriate to consult.

• It is required that the draft order undergoes a statutory 21 day 
consultation period. It is suggested that the Council considers 
appropriate for the purpose of informing persons likely to be 
affected by its provisions the most effective and safe use of 
communication which is prevalent in the current response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, the online publication, including websites, 
online newspapers, email communication or social media, or any 
other proportionate and relevant means.  A draft notice is appended 
to this report as Appendix B. The documents must be made available 
for inspection and a period of 21 days from the date of first 
publication must be given for representations, objections or other 
statements to be made in writing.

• A statement of reasons for the new Off Street Car Parking Order 
must be provided. This is within the draft notice appended to this 
report as Appendix B.

2.2 After consideration of any response to the consultation, the order 
will need to be reported back to the Executive for confirmation or 
modification. Within 14 days of making the order it has to be 
published again in local newspapers stating that the order has been 
made, the date the order is to come into force and that if any person 
wishes to question the validity of the order or of any of its provisions 
or that any requirement of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 has 



not been complied with, that person may within six weeks from the 
date on which the order is made apply for the purpose to the High 
Court.

2.3 Assuming the Executive agree to the process being started at its 
meeting on 15 June 2020, the proposed order will be advertised 
giving 21 days for written representations, objections or other 
statements to be made.   Any objections or responses that lead to 
amendments will be discussed by the Executive at the next meeting 
and the order confirmed or modified thereafter.

3. INCOME GENERATION

3.1 Car parking fees and charges for the current financial year were 
agreed by Council on 10 February 2020 as part of the annual budget 
setting process, however due to the Covid19 situation and as car 
parks have been provided free of charge since March, these updated 
fees for the current financial year have not yet been advertised or 
implemented. 

3.2      Due to the current situation and in particular the Governments 
requirement for those who can work at home to do so, it is 
anticipated that the demand for parking for the foreseeable future 
will be significantly lower than prior to March 2020. There is 
expected to be a particular reduction in the demand for long-term 
permits and a change in the way public car parks are used, therefore 
the previously agreed charges for the current year have been 
reviewed. Appropriate revised charges are listed in (Appendix A ) 
Schedule 2 of the order and Executive is asked to approve these in 
agreeing the new draft parking order. 

3.3 Despite the time that has elapsed since the previous order was 
made, the detail of the draft new order is not fundamentally 
different to the 2002 version. It does however reflect the variety of 
payment methods now accepted, and considers how car parks will be 
used for charging electric vehicles in parking bays in advance of EV 



charging on the Councils car parks. This order also enables charges to 
be levied at car parks previously provide free of charge and longer 
stays at previously short stay car parks, all reflecting more up to date 
demands and customer expectations.

3.4  The opportunity is also being taken in drafting the new order to 
support Property and Parks by including Council land where parking 
problems have occurred in recent years . This includes the small car 
park close to Duke Pit Fan House, and the parking area within the 
rear entrance to Castle Park, both of which experience parking issues 
that are currently unenforceable.  Appendix A (Schedule 2) 
appended provides the detailed list of car parks to be included in the 
order and the rules to be applied.

3.5 At the time of writing this report, we are confirming with NCIC the 
type of permits that will be displayed by their key workers in order to 
qualify for the dispensation of free parking on one of our sites for the 
duration, until other wise notified and the foc is revoked.

4. CONCLUSIONS

4.1 The Councils car parks play a role in supporting the local economy as 
well as generating a significant amount of commercial income and it 
is important that they are managed effectively, and, that the needs 
of users are balanced with the Council’s requirement for revenue and 
financial sustainability.

5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

5.1 Legal comments are:  Contained in report

5.2 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are:  Contained in report.           
The report informs the current situation that Council is responding to 
in light of the current global pandemic and the local economic and 
social impact of businesses, residents and communities. The parking 
order 2020 reflects updates required for effective changes to, and, 



management of council owned assets and detailed governance 
arrangements required to be in place.

5.3 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: The current COVID19 
situation and Governments requirement for those who can work at 
home to do so has and will continue to result in less car parking 
income, this reflects the position across all local authorities. Some if 
not all of this loss may be mitigated from emergency government 
funding provided to local authorities however, it is too early to 
determine whether this funding will offset the full financial impact. 
The proposed recommendations ensures that the use and 
enforcement of the Council’s car parks reflects the current parking 
requirements and changes in technology.

5.4 EIA Comments: The Council provides free parking for disabled badge 
holders on all car parks. Designated accessible bays are available, and 
badge holders if able to, can park in any bay free of charge providing 
they park appropriately and display their blue badge.  

5.5 Policy Framework: legislative

5.6 Other consultee comments, if any: none

6. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
Providing the consultation is carried out using the Council’s website 
and social media, the cost of this process is primarily officer time only. 
There are costs involved in introduction of the car parking “App” for 
cashless payment, and updating of the pay and display machines for 
tariff changes, however the latter would have been required to 
implement the 2020-21 approved fees and charges regardless of the 
order.

7.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE    
THE RISKS GOING TO BE  MANAGED?



7.1 The consultation and implementation of the order will be managed by 
the Community Services manager along with officers from Legal 
services and Communications. Once the order is made it will become 
the framework by which the day to day management of car parks is 
operated.

8.      WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM 
THIS REPORT?

8.1 The enactment of the Order supports the Council’s budget and 
allows charges to be applied on previously free of charge car parks 
supporting the generation of addition commercial income.
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